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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, EEC, EH, US, UK 

SUB J : EGYPTIAN PURCHASE OF SEED POTATOES FROM MAINE 

REF: A) BERN 5255 B) TOFAS 24 B) CAIRO 1809 

H&J M BENNETT LTD IS A DISTRIBUTOR AND IMPORTER OF 
FRESH POTATOES AND OTHER PRODUCE. THE COMPANY HAS DONE 
QUITE WELL IN RECENT YEARS WHEN POTATO BUSINESS HAS BEEN 
A HIGHLY SPECULATIVE BUSINESS. BENNETT'S WERE WILLING TO 
PAY THE PRICE AND TAKE THE RISK AND IT PAYED HANDSOMELY. 
APEX OF INFLUENCE THOUGH HAS DIMINISHED AND BENNETT'S 
INTEREST IN POTATOES AS PROFITS ALSO DIMISISHED MAY WANE. 

THE EUROPEAN COOPERATIVE ON WHOSE BEHALF BENNETT NOTIFIED 
THE GOE REMAINS A MYSTERY. MOST LIKELY IT IS AN 
UNOFFICIAL COOPERATIVE OF POTATO TRADERS. 
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MAFF VAGUELY AWARE OF EGYPTIAN PURCHASE AND APPARENTLY 
HAVE NOT GIVEN ANY THOUGHT TO RESTRICTIONS ON WARE 
POTATOES FROM EGYPT. BENNETTS' REMARKS WERE EVIDENTLY 
NOT PROMPTED BY MAFF 

THE CONCERN EXPRESSED BY BENNETT HOWEVER APPEARS TO BE A 
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GENUINE ONE AND NOT ONE NECESSARILY PROMPTED BY RESENT- 
MENT OF LOSING SEED POTATO SALES TO US THIS YEAR. 

BRITISH AND FRENCH TRADERS REPORTEDLY HAVE EXPRESSED 
DISAPPOINTMENT ON THE QUALITY OF US SEED POTATOES AND 
HEALTH REGULATIONS. SIMPLY, THEY DO NOT REGARD THEM AS 
GOOD. THERE DOES APPEAR TO BE A GENUINE FEAR THAT VIRUS 
AND DISEASE WILL OCCUR WHEN SEASON STARTS. IMPORTERS 
WOULD THEN HAVE TO REQUIRE WASHING OF WARE CROP WHICH 
WOULD NOT BE FEASIBLE. CONSEQUENTLY, THEY WOULD NOT BUY 
EGYPTIAN POTATOES. 

ARMSTRONG 
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